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Christmas Edition
Merry Christmas Everyone!!

These are exciting times for Stitches of Hope as we come to
the end of 2014!! It has been an interesting year with our
projects in Cambodia and we are so pleased to be able to
tell you that every project is on track and many people's
lives are greatly improved, thanks to your support and
generosity!!
Our SOH Team trip 2014 was a huge success! We had a
wonderful team of enthusiastic and loyal people from
different walks of life, all excited to come with us to see just
what Stitches of Hope is all about. Our youngest team
member was 6 year old Annie Eva who came along with her
Dad, Tim – the children loved her and we all enjoyed her
company too!!
We visited all our projects which meant we did a lot of
travelling in our 12‐seater bus with our very friendly and
obliging driver who now considers himself part of the SOH
team now that he has driven us about on three different
trips.
Then we visited the SOH Children's Home where the team
loved meeting all the children who are always so happy to
greet us from Australia. Gates and doors were painted by
enthusiastic Aussies and Cambodians, all thoroughly
enjoying working together. We danced together which was
fun and the kids sang for us – it's so heart‐warming and
special to experience their response to the care and love of
the people who are supporting them.
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We travelled to Mesang village and were delighted to have
a wonderful get‐together with the people of this village to
celebrate the building of five houses for our HIV ladies
there. Five more are to be built early in 2015 with other
exciting plans for this village in the pipeline in 2015.
We went to Chrey Vien where the SOH Development
Centre has classes every day for the 70 children in the area
to have extra lessons in English, Khmer, Scripture and
hygiene with Puthea and Chanthou who are wonderful
teachers and are doing an amazing job teaching these
children who are thirsty for education. Team member, Jo
Godecke, taught several groups of girls about hygiene and
gave out the Days for Girls kits.
We were excited to be invited to the wedding of Theary
and Sokea. Theary has been part of SOH for many years
and recently completed her nursing degree where she met
Sokea. It was wonderful to see them both so happy.
The next week we left Phnom Penh travelling towards the
Thailand border to visit first the village of Porsat where
many of you sponsor elderly ladies, men and children. We
gave out pretty tops to the women and were invited to visit
a few homes which was very special.
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Then it was on to Battambong to visit our friends there at
New Generation children's home. It's always so lovely to
see the carers Vy and Bunthoeun and all the children who
sang and danced for us. The next day we were given a
beautiful lunch and then set off for Siem Reap visiting the
Angkor Silk Farm en route where we had a guided tour of
the making of silk from the cocoon to the finished products
which is quite amazing and very labour intensive, but with
stunning results!
Siem Reap is an attractive tourist centre and from there
tourists go to see all the Hindu temples in the area. Before
dawn the next morning we set out for Angkor Wat temple
to see a beautiful sunrise over the temple – the sky
displayed a pale pink sunrise which was very pretty
silhouetting the amazing temple of Angkor Wat built over a
thousand years ago.
Friday we returned to Phnom Penh after a long day in the
bus – we headed straight to a neighbouring hotel where
we were able to use the pool and enjoy a drink while we
chatted about our experiences on the trip.
Saturday was our final busy day – making sure we did
everything planned, culminating in taking all the children,
carers and staff out for dinner which was a huge success.
The kids just loved it all as they don't get those experiences
very often, so it was with happy smiles on everyone's faces
that this visit came to an end.
We are pleased to announce that Stitches of Hope now has
a new In Country Director, Punnreay Souleng who has
been on our staff for the last two years and has a degree in
Agriculture. Narith Long, who has held that position for
eight years and worked closely with SOH for many years,
made the decission to resign and move on to other
interests in his life, so we thank Narith and wish him well.
Chanthy, Nairth's wife will remain on our staff in her role
managing the Sewing Centre and the Children's Home as
will Punnreay's wife Seyla who will be assisting Punnreay
with the administration side of the organisation. They are
all committed to the excellence of SOH's projects! Exciting
changes and we look forward to working alongside them in
the coming years.

There are many needs facing us in the year ahead, such as
bicycles, school equipment, hygiene improvements,
educational needs such English lessons and recreational
supplies, so if you feel to assist with any of these, we would
greatly appreciate your generosity and help.
We are also pleased to tell you that our updated website
will soon be available for viewing, so keep an eye out for
that!! We also have a Facebook page for your easy access
to SOH information.
If you are interested in coming along on our 2015 SOH
team trip, put it on your bucket list or on your list of New
Year resolutions – it will be an experience that will change
your life and you will never forget it!!!
On behalf of the SOH Board, I wish you all a very blessed
Christmas and a New Year that is truly wonderful!

Kay, John, Lisa, Wendy and Alex
Directors
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